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YOUTHS THRILLED AS EAST HIGH OPENS NEW WING 

 
East High’s connector building includes a cafeteria and study area. 

 
  A new north wing and main entrance to East High 
School was opened in January. Many of the 
students walked into the new wing wearing 
expressions of amazement and excitement. “ It just 
looked nice and new and modern , and kind of 
cool,”  said Jamila Yakubu, 18, a senior. “ It’s just 
like open and bright.”  
  The project included new administrative offices, 
science laboratories, classrooms, air-conditioning, 
and elevators in addition to the student center and 
cafeteria. 
 

 
EXTERIOR VIEW OF CONNECTOR BLDG. 
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  The building on the right which is known as the 
1912 structure began renovation work in the spring 
which is expected to last for about another year. 
  The connecting wing, and the renovation of the 
original structure are being done with money raised 
from the local-option sales tax that voters approved 
in 1999. 
  In addition, a groundbreaking ceremony was held 
on May 12th, for construction of a new building 
addition that will house a community center, 
gymnasium and music rooms. 
  The center is being paid for with donations and 
grants. The new center is expected to open in the 
fall of 2006. 
  The center will be located on the northeast side of 
the school along East 14th Street, and will boast a 
gym, locker rooms, concession stand and band 
rooms. 
  A lot of changes are happening to our “alma 
mater,”  which now has an enrollment of 2200 
students. They should be about 70 to 80% done by 
our reunion next May. We should be able to see 
most of the changes, and visualize what the finished 
product should look like.  
 
TOGETHER AS FAMILY 
  Few fathers and daughters have as strong a bond 
as Howard “Doc”  Graney and his daughter 
Kathleen (Graney) Finkenauer. The story of how 
they both came to reside at Bishop Drumm 
Retirement Center is a unique family journey. 
  Dr Graney first moved to McAuley Terrace 
Apartments at Bishop Drumm in 1989 with his 
beloved wife Guinevere after 57 years of marriage. 
  Kathleen, the oldest of the Graneys’  three 
daughters moved there in June 1998 with her 
husband George. George had previously survived a 
heart attack and bypass surgery, then had been 
diagnosed with Parkinson ’s disease. 
  So, father, mother, daughter and son-in-law shared 
meals together, visited and just spent time together 
as a family. 
  In October of 2002 Kathleen’s Mother passed 
away. Sadly, Kathleen’s husband George passed 
away just nine weeks later. 

  Kathleen says “ I remember my friends assuming 
that I would move after George’s death, but this had 
become my home. I had no intention of leaving the 
place I had grown to love. 

 
  It’s true that the Graney family come to Bishop 
Drumm in a unique way. But, it is also apparent that 
sitting before us are just a father and his daughter 
whose relationship has endured good times and bad, 
happiness and grief. They find strength in each 
other and in the residents and staff who have 
become their friends and neighbors.  
 
TAKE THE BOY OUT OF THE MIDWEST… 
  I have never written before, but I want you to 
know how much I appreciate the NewsLink. 
  After 2004 and entering 2005, I think about all the 
things I have to be thankful for. One being EHS, 
and the long lasting friends and memories I have. 
  Living in Florida, I am kind of out of the 
mainstream of EHS activities. 
  I do get back for the Drake Relays and the State 
Fair each year. 
  My Daughter Robin and Son-in-law who live in 
Pleasant Hill come to visit me in the winter. 
  My Son Jeff and his wife and two children live 
close by me.  
  I try to stay away from the Cold, it was fun years 
ago, but respond to warm weather better now. 
  I am looking forward to our Class Reunion in 
2006, and renewing old friendships. 
  If anyone is ever in Florida, and close to 
Clearwater, please call me or come visit. 
  Your Friend 
Denny Ross    PH # 727-393-5938   
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FROM NURSES AIDE TO PhD 
  I had not heard from or about Sandra Parsons for 
years. After seeing her name in the last NewsLink, I 
wrote her. Sandra and I were nurse’s aides at Des 
Moines General Hospital for two summers. We also 
played on the golf team with L inda Neely, Nancy 
Peterson, Kay Sullivan, and Jan Crain from our 
class. Sandy was a good friend, and thanks to the 
NewsLink is STILL a good friend. 
Carol (Graney) DeChant 
  I thought our classmate’s might enjoy an update 
gleaned from Sandy’s letter to me. She did not 
begin college until 1984, after raising four kids. 
She went on to get an MA, then a PhD in Education 
Foundations/Pedagogy by 1992. Her professional 
work began with serving the needs of families at the 
Standing Rock Reservation, in Bullhead, South 
Dakota. Later, she moved to North Dakota to be 
closer to her grandchildren, where she worked at a 
therapeutic boarding school for American Indian 
children, then eventually went to the White Earth 
Tribal and Community College on the White Earth 
Reservation in NW Minnesota. She is now 
Executive Director of Family and Children Services 
on the Red Lake Nation, 30 miles north of Bemidji. 
  Sandy’s enchantment with Minnesota is clear. She 
described driving back from her job interview in 
Red Lake, when a wolf wandered across the road in 
front of her. She just stopped and watched how 
magnificent the wolf glided into the forest. She still 
plays golf, and would like eventually to retire to a 
warm place where she can also fish, yet confesses 
that she would miss the Minnesota forest, lakes, 
eagles, and summers that are light until 10 pm. 
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50TH, WILL TRY, BUT NO PROMISES 
  Have been meaning to send this for a long time. I 
truly enjoy getting the newsletter. The committee’s 
effort is wonderful. Thanks for all your hard work.  
  I am hoping to make it back next year, but no 
promises for now. 
  Could you please send me Sherry (Deskins) 
Holsman’s address. (Shir ley (Grant) Robinette 
did send Judi the address) 
Judi (Damon) Janes 

L IVING IN PARADISE 
  In the last NewsLink, Dennis Parker  suggested 
that maybe the 50th reunion could be a cruise, 
stopping at St. Thomas in The Virgin Islands, and 
he as a resident could show us around. Well, the 
cruise was not an option for the reunion. 
HOWEVER, my lovely wife Margaret won a 
Caribbean cruise for two, and after much begging 
and pleading, agreed to take me with her. I emailed 
Dennis to see if it would be possible to get together 
for a short time. It was, and we did. 
   Dennis picked us up about noon, and we had 
lunch together. He then proceeded to take us on a 
short tour of the Island, including his home which 
overlooks Magen’s Bay. This Bay is rated one of 
the Top Ten in the world. It is beautiful. Dennis was 
a wonderful host, and guide. The wife and I had a 
most enjoyable time. 
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  Dennis is a Professor of Speech and Theatre at the 
University of the Virgin Islands. The above picture 
was taken in the Open Air Theatre at the University. 
  Dennis was inquisitive about some of the 
classmates. He also talked about how he and his 
wife get together with good friend Larry Gilliland 
and his wife on a frequent basis. Dennis was very 
knowledged about many of the classmates, and their 
whereabouts. 
  Thank You for the enjoyable afternoon Dennis, 
and our only regret is that we missed your wife. 
Larry Fogelson 
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SPRING DINNER GET-TOGETHER 
  Another great turnout for the semi-annual dinner 
get-together. We had 45 in attendance. Plus Lyle &  
Jan Simpson stopped by on their way to visit 
Harold Olsen and his wife Carol who had broken 
her wrist earlier. Word is that they were going to 
attend also until that happened. � � � � � 
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  The next semi-annual dinner get-together will be: 
Monday Sept. 26th at 6:30 pm at “ The Tavern 
Pizza &  Pasta Gr ill”  at 1755- 50th in WDM.  
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  Same deal as before, everyone orders what they 
want off the menu and pays their own check with 
gratuity already added in. We did have to guarantee 
a minimum of 25 or we have to pay for the room. 
But I don’ t foresee this as a problem. 
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  Dear Shirley: I have enclosed a check in 
memoriam of Elizabeth (Schoonover) Emanuel 
who passed away unexpectedly December 18th, 
2004. 
  She and I always discussed and rehashed the 
NewsLink when it came, and I know she would like 
to see it continue as long as possible.  
  Liz lived most of her life in the Washington DC 
area, working in various positions of the 
government. She spent a year in Washington state 
and lived a year with her brother Bill and I in 
Southern California area before settling back in Des 
Moines. She was married for 10 years and has one 
daughter, Ashley. 

  Liz had a great love for music, she was a member 
of the Sweet Adeline’s for many ears and traveled 
with them to International Competitions. She was 
also a member of Toast Masters. 
  Liz and I first met in 3rd grade at Brooks School. 
She was moved to Willard for the 4, 5, and 6th 
grades. We became friends again in 7th grade at 
Woodrow Wilson Jr. High and remained friends the 
rest of our lives. In 1957 I became a part of her 
family when I married her brother Bill. 
Mar ilyn (Day) Schoonover  
 
ROVING REPORTER REPORT 
  Pat (Rounds) Hockersmith called recently with 
some tidbits concerning a couple of our classmates. 
  Deanna (Wheatly) Peterson had a fire recently at 
her house causing about $88,000 in damage. It 
seems that the electric mower she had charging in 
her garage had a short in it, causing a electrical fire. 
Deanna is currently living in temporary quarters 
until she can move back into her home. 
  Kay (Johnson) Inman recently had surgery for 
Lung Cancer. She is currently undergoing a series 
of radiation treatments following the surgery. 
Apparently the prognosis is that there is a 75 to 80% 
chance that it will be successful.  
   Update on Larry &  Karen Ramsey, whose 
house in Vero Beach, FL was devastated by two 
hurricanes last fall. They are still living in 
temporary quarters, but have hopes to be back in 
their house in another month or so. 
 
 
APPRECIATE NEWSLINK 
 
  I enjoy reading the NewsLink. Thank everyone for 
their hard work that goes into it. 
  I do get to Des Moines once a year to visit family, 
but never seem to be in town when you have the 
semi-annual dinners. 
  Sherry (Lair ) Nor thcutt 
  I was delighted to see the letter from Lois 
Bengston, and also hear via Lois about Delores 
Carson. I’ve often thought about those two and 
wondered where they might be. 
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  Planning to attend our 50th in May of 2006, and 
looking forward to seeing old friends…..didn’ t 
mean that literally. 
Nan Bishop 
 
NEWSLINK DONATIONS 
  Thank you for the donations that keep the 
NewsLink going to all of the known classmates. 
Currently we have 297 known addresses. 
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50th Anniversary in 06 
  Hard to believe, but it is true. In less than one year 
we will be celebrating our anniversary since 
graduating from East High School. There seems to 
have been many changes, not only in our Personal 
lives, but also to the World we live in. Yet, in many 
ways, some things remain the same. Especially 
when you ponder the fond memories of the past, 
and link them to the current friendships we enjoy 
today which is a link to our past. 
  Mark your calendars now for May 11-12-13 of 
May 2006. Registration information will probably 
be sent around the first of the year, after a few 
details about prices get finalized.  
 
ADDRESS &  EMAIL CHANGES 
 It is necessary to keep us up to date on current 
mailing addresses, and also email addresses if you 
want to be notified of the upcoming 50th activities. 
Some of the material will be posted on Tom 
Lettington’s Web Site as well.  
  
        To update or register new emails 
Tom Lettington:  tom@tfl.net 
Class of 56 website:   www.ehs56.org 
 
       Donations, etc. to: 
Shir ley (Grant) Robinette 
812 E. 22nd Ct. 
Des Moines, IA   50317 
 

     Address changes, articles for NewsLink to: 
Larry Fogelson 
3121 Twana Dr. 
Des Moines, IA   50310 
(515) 279-0013  
chieffog@mchsi.com 
 
CURRENT LIST OF THE LOST 
Sharon (Crawford) Allsteadt Ralph Marshall 
Charles Baker Bill McGriff 
Karen (Anderson) Barton Barbara (Byerly) Monahan 
Edward James Brown Jr. Jeanne (Clark) Moore 
Shirley Brown Nancy Morrow 
George Buttler John Nelson 
Sandra Carter Donald Patton 
DeWayne F. Clark Gail (Black) Polson 
Helen Cooper Charles Price 
William Downey Jeanne (Sacco) Randleman 
Donald J. Dugan Wilma Richards 
Janice (Anderson) Fisher Margaret (Chapman) Roe 
William E. Fleming Lucille (Belzer) Ryan 
Robert L. Freeborn Jack Slattery 
Robert L. Graham Betty Smith 
John Hall Elizabeth (Avitt) Smith 
Jean K. Hamilton Max K. Smith 
Edward L. Harvey Richard Tibbetts 
Patrica (Martin) Hughes Opal Tomlinson 
Marlyn Jackson Ruth Jeanine Turner 
James Jesser Lynn Van Sickle 
Joanne (Bosshardt) Jergens Anita Ward 
Jim Jordan Tom White 
Barbara (Batty) Kimley Frances (Knotts) Wright 
Gary Lewis Janet Wright 
Gene Lewis Lucille (Fortune) Wright 
Frances (Tulley) Malloy 
 
Thanks to the vigilance of several of you we have 
eliminated several from this list over the past year. 
Unfortunately, it is a vicious cycle, it seems every 
time we take one off, we have to add another one. 
Please continue to help us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
More pictures from old Scrolls donated by Lyle Simpson 
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